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Paul and Silas in Prison 
Acts 16:16-40 
A play for actors and singers by John Steven Paul 
Developed in workshop by Soul Purpose, 
The Liturgical Drama Troupe of the Valparaiso University Theatre 
Performed at the Institute of Liturgical Studies 









Owner of the Slave girl 1 













One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who  had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed 





















But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 








These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful 













After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to 









About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison 






When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about 












The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he 
















At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire 
family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before 












And the jailer reported the message to Paul, saying, 
JAILER: 
 








They have beaten us in public, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison; and now are they going to discharge us in secret? Certainly not! Let them come and 








… and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens, so they came and 








After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged the 
brothers and sisters there, they departed. 
